
Advertisement for a “runaway” or an 
enslaved person seeking freedom 

 
 
 

1760 Map of Fairfax County with 
slaveowners and the number of enslaved 

 

 
 
 
 

 

     

 

 

 

        
   

    

 

The Arlington Historical Society was 
founded in 1956 and is a 501.3(c) 
nonprofit educational organization. The 
goal of the Arlington Historical Society is 
to conduct research and to preserve and 
disseminate knowledge relating to the 
history of Arlington County, Virginia. 

The society works toward this goal 
through its historic resources, including 
two historic properties and its artifact 
collection; original historical research 
and publications; the discovery, 
collection, preservation, and exhibition of 
artifacts; and the presentation and 
dissemination of knowledge on the local 
history of Arlington County free to the 
public. 

Memorializing the Enslaved in 
Arlington, Virginia 

is sponsored by 

 

 

 
     

   

Memorializing the 
Enslaved 

in 
Arlington, Virginia 

1669-1865 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Arlington Historical Society 
in collaboration with 

The Black Heritage Museum of 
Arlington 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



  

A New History Initiative 
The Arlington Historical Society (AHS),  
in collaboration with the Black Heritage 
Museum of Arlington (BHMA), has begun 
a new Arlington history project called 
Memorializing the Enslaved in Arlington. 
 
This project is intended to recover the 
largely unknown history of the county’s 
enslaved population and to chronicle their 
lives. It will help bring African American 
experiences to light, confront a difficult 
history, and honor our shared humanity. 
 
 
Providing the Facts 
In 1669, Robert Howson brought the first 
enslaved people to what is now Arlington. 
Among the 120 people Howson brought to 
the colonies in exchange for a land patent 
were “ten negroids.” Two centuries of 
slavery followed, taking a strong hold in 
Arlington.   
 
Memorializing the Enslaved in Arlington 
seeks to uncover the names and stories of 
these men, women, and children held 
against their will. People such as Jack, 
Sarah, Cato, and Peg and their children, 
who cultivated tobacco in the eighteenth 
century; and Winnie Steele and Henry 
Speaks, domestics and laborers in the 
nineteenth century. They provided wealth 
to generations of white slaveholders and 
nurtured the roots of Arlington’s 
prosperity. 

 

  
Honoring the Past 

Memorializing the Enslaved in Arlington 
seeks to mark the locations where slavery 
occurred with plaques or “stumbling 
stones” that provide the names of the 
enslaved and whenever possible, birth and 
death dates, and conditions of their toil. 
Such markers are based on those found in 
Germany to honor Holocaust victims like 
this one: 

 
An example of a stumbling stone in Germany 

 

Exploring Resources 
Information on the enslaved comes from 
many sources including wills, inventories, 
accounts, court records, manumission 
records, newspapers, diaries, letters, and 
more. 
 

 
The enslaved of William Hardin from his probate 

inventory, 1781 

 

 

  
How to Get Involved 

Teams of researchers are finding the 
names and history of enslaved 
individuals who lived in the county. 
Program managers are exploring 
applications to map the locations where 
the enslaved lived. 
 
AHS and BHMA will help Arlington 
Public Schools teach about slavery in 
Arlington in middle and high schools. 
Students will help with research and 
development of the project and help 
create an interactive website. 
 
 
You can help by: 

• Share family stories and history 
with us, especially those with deep 
roots in Arlington, with our 
researchers  

• Network with your friends and 
family about the project and spread 
the word. 

 
Contact us to learn more: 
 

Jessica Kaplan 
Arlington Historical Society 

Email: ahsedlink@gmail.com 
 

Learn more on our website: 
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/ 
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