


Washington Forest Tract

Across a small creek known as Long Branch from the Ball-Carlin tract
(later Glencarlyn) was the Washington Forest tract, once owned and sur-
veyed by George Washington. One of the corners was marked by the
Washington Oak, which was still standing in my boyhood and which I
remember quite well as having a bench mark about three feet from the
ground. The oak is gone and is replaced by a historical marker. Part of
the old oak is in the Glencarlyn branch of the Arlington County Library.
A picture of the Hall appears in Eleanor Lee Templeman’s Arlington
Heritage, page 64.

Mary Carlin Tract

Across the Four Mile Run from Glencarlyn was another tract acquired
by William Carlin from the original Colville tract through the Earl of
Tankerville, heir of Colville. Colville was a large land owner contemporary
with George Washington. Part of this tract was conveyed to Mary and
Ann Carlin, infant granddaughters of William Garlin. It was later divided
between Ann and Mary. Mr. Plant acquired part of the Mary Carlin tract
after her death. Another portion went to Joshua De Vaughan and his
nieces Emma Reese and Mary Lowe. Uncle Josh, as we knew him, and
his niece Emma looked after Mary Carlin in her later years. The Mary
Carlin house was later sold to a Mr. Hamilton by the heirs of Charles H.
Lane, and by Hamilton to the late Mr. and Mrs. Lester Boyles, and thence
from their heirs was conveyed to the present owners.

Carlin Springs

This was a picnic and resort area on the Carlin estate prior to the found-
ing of the village of Glencarlyn. It was located near the Southern Rail-
road Station on the Carlin property and included a dancing pavilion,
rustic bridges and other rustic buildings and furniture.® Part of these build-
ings still remained during my childhood days in Glencarlyn.

Founding of Glencarlyn in 1887

Part of the Ball-Carlin tract was purchased from the Carlin heirs by
W. W. Curtis and S. S. Burdett, Washington lawyers and founders of the
village of Glencarlyn. Mr. Curtis’ wife was the former Jane Backus, whose
brother was Dr. William H. Backus, founder of the Backus family who still
live in the area. S. S. Burdett, or General Burdett as he was generally
known, was a prominent lawyer in Washington, was at one time a mem-
ber of Congress from Ohio, and later Commander-in-Chief of the Grand
Army of the Republic. He also held the position of Commissioner of the
General Land Office. He donated his library to Glencarlyn and was a
heroic figure in a shipwreck involving the S. S. Ohio in Alaskan waters in
1909. He survived the shipwreck and died at his birthplace in England
in 1914.

*Cf. Map of Carlin Springs area, Arlington Historical Magazine, Vol. 4, No. 1
(1969), pp. 20-21.
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OTHER EARLY HOUSES

Several other early houses are referred to in Stetson’s Four Mile Run
Land Grants, and I recall most of these houses and their early occupants.
The early street names will be used although these have been since changed:

Laurel Street: houses of Sims, Morrell, Harrison, Olcott, and Hedrick.
The latter was burned and later rebuilt by Judge Hedrick.

Maple Street: houses occupied by the Loughlin family, the Burdett
house, the Carlin house, and the B. T. Janney house.

Poplar Street: M. C. Mitchell. This was occupied by a hardware mer-
chant and his wife and their granddaughters, Their father was killed in
an early automobile accident. I myself lived on Poplar Street, as did Mr.
and Mrs. Towne, previously mentioned.

Walnut Street: I recall the home of Laura Jones (Mrs. Walter Jones),
later occupied at different times by the Pepper family, the Ramsdell family,
the Chew family, and the Oliver King family. Also on Walnut Street was
the Stockbridge house, later burned and rebuilt and occupied by the Perkins
family. Mr. and Mrs. Stockbridge at one time had the Glencarlyn post
office in their home. The Clarvoe house adjacent to the Stockbridge house
was burned about 1903 at the same time the Stockbridge house was burned.
The Backus home was also on Walnut Street.

Mr. Stetson mentions only the houses appearing on a plat in 1890. Others
moved into the area during the next twenty years but the village remained
small until recently. My father moved into the area about 1898 and built a
house which still stands and which was at one time occupied by Charles
Jarboe, which was across the street from Mr. and Mrs. Towne.

OTHER EARLY GLENCARLYN FAMILIES

Tue Towne rFamiy—Lived on Maple Street near General Burdett.
Fred Towne married Julia Graham, step-daughter of General Burdett.

Tue CuEw rFamiLy—Lived in the area for many years. The sons, Gray-
son, Gus, Freeland, William, and Bowie have all passed away.

Tue Perper FamiLv—Included two daughters, Mabel and Lila.

Tue RaMSDELL FAMILY—At one time occupied the Janney house and
later the Oliver King house.

Tue ParaaM rFaMILY—Mr, and Mrs. Parham lived in Maple Street near
the Glencarlyn woods. Mrs. Parham was the sister of Frank Lyon, the
builder of Lyon Park and Lyon Village. The Parham children were Sid-
ney and Margaret. Sidney Parham was at one time patent attorney for
Corning Glass Company.

Tre Stuart Himper rFamiLy—Occupied the house earlier owned by
Major King. Mr. Hilder died recently at the age of about 90, leaving
numerous sons and daughters, most of whom are in the area.

Tue STeTson FAMILY—Lived in the area which is now the Northern
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Plant was a Greenleaf and there were many joking comments about a
Plant marrying a Greenleal. Their children were Leland, Margaret
(Backus), John, at one time a manufacturer of gloves, James, and Susan.
Susan is the only present survivor. Margaret, John, and James have sur-
viving children. Margaret married Will Backus and they have descendents
in the area.

The Seaton Family

Mr. Charles H. Seaton was an expert in the Department of Agriculture.
He purchased a part of the old Carlin tract which was not included in
the Glencarlyn village. Their children were Dorothy (Garner), Jerome, and
Helen. Jerome graduated from Penn State and taught soils at Purdue
University for many years. Only Helen survives.
The Reeves Family

The Reeves farm included part of the Ball-Carlin tract and part of the
Thomas Pearson tract, the land having been inherited by Mrs. Reeves
(nee Lucy Torreyson) from her father. Mr. Reeves later acquired addi-
tional land from the Mclllhenny family. The Reeves children included
George T., who has a real estate and insurance business in Falls Church,
Ruth Elizabeth, who is now Mrs. Munson H. Lane, Sr., and Nelson, who
operated a dairy farm until 1954 and who still lives on the old place.
Other Families

Other families were the McNulty family, and the Ballard family, who_
also live on part of the Carlin tract. '

TRANSPORTATION

During the early years transportation was probably better in the Glen-
carlyn area than it is now, and included the following:

(1) Southern Railroad to the old 6th & B Street Station in Washington,
a location now occupied by the National Gallery of Art. I recall the gold
star on the floor of the station marking the place of assassination of Presi-
dent Garfield.

(2) The Washington and Old Dominion Railway. This superseded the
Southern Railway and had terminals in Georgetown, Alexandria, and Blue-
mont.

(3) The Fairfax-Vienna line. This had terminals at Rosslyn and 12th
and Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington. The closest access from Glen-
carlyn was Veitch Station about two miles from the village.

EDUCATION

A one room school was located in the Glencarlyn woods for the children
of Glencarlyn and Barcroft. Among the teachers were Miss Few, Miss
Mountjoy, Miss Olcott, Miss Perkins, and Miss Coe, The children delighted
in playing games in the Glencarlyn woods during the noon hour.®

Tuition for the Washington elementary and high schools was free for
government employees and was reduced for those who were not govern-
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