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Private Boarding School 
for Young Ladies 

RESEARCHED BY H STEVEN DOLAN 

Item Description: The item is an advertising flyer framed and matted. 
The text is black on white paper. There is no visible watermark. There is a 
blind embossed impression in the upper left comer with the words "Turkey 
Mill" in all caps, serif font. The seal image is of a side-wheel steam vessel 
with two masts and a smoke stack. Although the Turkey Mill of the J What
man Co. was a famous English manufacturer of paper, it is extremely unlikely 
that this is J Whatman paper. Genuine J Whatman paper is watermarked with 
a distinctive design and was never embossed by the mill. It was, however, 
fairly common for stationers to emboss American papers in imitation of the 
more famous brand. 

The text block contains the following describable references: 

"PRIVATE BOARDING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES" 
The school was started in the fall of 18571 in the first floor of the original 

Mount Olivet Methodist Protestant Church located at 1500 North Glebe Road, 
Arlington, Virginia. The original building was dismantled in the fall of 1861 
to provide construction materials for a U.S. Army encampment.2 I can find no 
record of the school after the war. 

"Rev. OLIVER COX, Principal and Proprietor" 
The Reverend Oliver Cox (1827-1912) was the first pastor of the Mount 

Olivet Methodist Protestant Church, serving on the Alexandria County circuit 
of the Methodist Protestant Church in three different periods, from 1850-1851, 
1854-1856 (during which Mount Olivet was founded), and 1864-1866.3 

Rev. Cox, in addition to his work for the church, also worked as a builder, 
teacher, and surveyor. Although no record of his life prior to 1847 when he 
entered the ministry survives, he spent the rest of his life in and around Wash
ington, DC.4 He is buried in Rock Creek Cemetery, Washington, DC.5 

" ... situated near the country seat of the late 
General Van Ness ... " 

John Peter Van Ness (1770-1846) was a brigadier general in the militia 
of the District of Columbia, as well as mayor of the District of Columbia from 
1830- 1834.6 His "country seat" was the glebe house of the Fairfax parish of the 

2011 15 



Church of England (Fairfax parish encompassed two churches: Christ Church 
in Alexandria, and the Falls Church, after which the city is named). The glebe, 
a 5OO-acre farm, provided support of the pastor of the parish in colonial times. 
The original structure was built in 1775 but burned in 1808. It was rebuilt in 
1820, as a hunting lodge, by General Van Ness.7 

"Miss LYDIA S. KELSEY" 
(I have been unable to further identify Miss Kelsey.) 

"Mr. A. ZAPPONE" 
Dr. Almerico Sebastian Zappone ( 1822-1867) was born in the Benevento, 

west of Naples, Italy. He emigrated from Italy to Georgetown in 1845 as a 
scholastic (student)8 in the Society of Jesus (Jesuits), but left the order in 1847, 
shortly after arriving in America. He married an elderly widow in Alexandria, 
Virginia in 184 7.9 In addition to teaching at Rev. Cox's Young Ladies Boarding 
School, he also taught modem languages at the Alexandria Boarding School 
in 1859.10 He graduated from the Georgetown Medical School on March 8, 
1860. 11 He continued to be active in both medicine and education after teach
ing in Reverend Cox's school at Mt. Olivet as his second wife, Margaret, was 
advertising the Circle Institute for Young Ladies in Washington, D.C. in 1862. 12 

He returned to Italy for a visit in 1867 and died there, in Genoa, of a fever on 
September 5, 1867.13 

"Dr. H. S. WUNDER" 
Dr. Henry S. Wunder (1791-1866) moved to Alexandria County from 

Germantown, Pennsylvania and settled a farm near the intersection of Glebe 
Road and the Washington & Fairfax Road ( now Lee Highway). For many years 
the area was known as "Wunder's Crossroads."14 

In the 1860 election he ran for a seat in the Virginia House of Representa
tives.15 

"Rev. Wm. C. Lipscomb, Post Office Department, 
Washington city." 

Reverend William Corrie Lipscomb ( 1792-1889) \ as prominent in the 
Methodist Protestant Church from its foundation in 1828. He, along with Gideon 
Davis and William King, founded the Congress Street Methodist Protestant 
Church in Georgetown, D.C. in 1828 after they were stripped of their offices 
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and censured for their reform activities within the Methodist Episcopal Church.16 

Rev. Lipscomb went on to represent Washington and later Maryland at a num
ber of General Conferences of the Methodist Protestant Church, including his 
election as the President of the 1858 Cincinnati Convention. At the time of his 
election, Rev. Lipscomb was an unstationed minister, and his presidency was 
the first time an unstationed minister had been elected to that position. He died 
in Washington, D.C. and is buried at Oak Hill cemetery. 17 

"Col. Wm. Minor, Falls Church Post Office, 
Fairfax county, Va." 

William Minor ( d. 1859) served in the local militia during the War of 1812, 
as well as serving as a justice of the peace18 and as a commissioner of elections. 19 

An early tent meeting of the Methodist Protestant Church in Alexandria County 
was held on his farm.20 

"R. L. Brockett, Esq., Principal of the 
Alexandria Academy, Alexandria, Va." 

Robert L. Brockett was a native of Alexandria, owner of a brickyard and 
principal of the Alexandria Academy in the 1850s. The Academy was founded 
in 1786, closed in 1820, and reopened in 1836. It was located on Washington 
Street between Duke and Wolfe Streets. 21 

"Rev. Dr. J. J. Murray, Georgetown, D.C." 
Rev. John J. Murray was active in preaching in Baltimore and on the eastern 

shore of Maryland from the 1850s through the 1880s.22 He was also involved 
in the division of the Methodist Protestant Church over the slavery issue at its 
1858 Convention.23 He was one of the compilers of the third version of the 
Hymn Book of the Methodist Protestant Church, published in 1859. 24 He served 
as president of the 1867 Montgomery, Alabama Convention of the Methodist 
Protestant Church.25 

"W. D. Wallach, Editor of the Star, Washington city, D.C." 
William Douglas Wallach (1812-1871) was a surveyor, newspaper re

porter, editor and owner. He moved to Texas in 183 8 and did surveying work 
of the inland waters, the Matagorda Bay and the Colorado River, before becom
ing editor of the Matagorda Bulletin. He moved to Washington in 1846, after 
Texas achieved statehood, and reported for various papers in Washington until 
he bought an interest in the Evening Star newspaper in 1853. He became sole 
owner in 1855 and ran the paper until 1867.26 
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"E. Y. Reese, D. D., Editor of the 
Methodist Protestant, Baltimore, Md." 

Eli Yeates Reese (1816-1861) was born in Baltimore, one of four brothers, 
all of whom became ministers in the Methodist Protestant Church. He spent 
his entire life in and around the City of Baltimore. He was elected to edit the 
Methodist Protestant in 183 8 at the age of 23, and continued as editor until his 
death in 1861, with a short break from 1843 to 1846. A combination of the 
death of his wife and the coming of the Civil War, which cut the circulation of 
the Methodist Protestant by more than half, caused him great distress and he 
took his own life on September 14, 1861.27 
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