

















Presley Gunnell was probably the fourth child of his parents, William®
and Jemima Gunnell. It is possible that he was the infant of whom young
Sally Fairfax wrote in her diary®, who was brought to the “Ball” at Towlston,
the home of her parents, Bryan and Elizabeth Fairfax, and that his uncle,
Henry?, was the “young Harry Gunnell son of old William”, who was there.

On November 25, 1791, Presley Gunnell was appointed Third Inspector
atthe Warehouse (presumably at Falls Church). That he was also a Deputy
Clerk for Fairfax County is indicated by the Will of Mary Magdalene
Talbot, 17 February, 1791, which was “Examined by P. Gunnell” when
presented for Probate on 19 September, 1791. This will also contains the
name of Richard Gunnell as a Witness. This is the only known mention of
Richard in Fairfax County, believed to have been a brother of Presley
Gunnell. He is later found in Scott County, Kentucky, with Daniel Neal
and Demoville Talbot, relatives of their branch of the Gunnell family.

Presley’s Will on February 24, 1806, Probate September 6, 1806%, first
freed four of his slaves, the rest to be divided among his four children. He
then admonished his children to work for the principles of emancipation.
Allreal and personal property was to be divided equally among his children.
Executors were John Hunter and Ira Gunnell. In a codicil dated July 29,
1806, Presley remembers a debt due Thomas Pearson of Kentucky, and
directs that his children be boarded out “with some decent persons or sernt
to a genteel school so that they might be improved™.

In 1816 Presley’s children were heirs in the estate of their grandfather,
John Hunter, in Alexandria, of part of the Ayr Hill Tract on Wolf Trap, and
the Mansion. In 1819 William H. Gunnell sold Lot 4 in the division of the
estate of Presley Gunnell to John Crabb, said to have contained 160 acres®.

IRA® GUNNELL (Presley?, William®, William?, William!)

Married 1812 Margaret Vermillion
Lived first in Washington, then in Fairfax County

WILLIAM® HUNTER GUNNELL {Presley’, William®, William?, William')

Married, First, Sarah —
Second, Elizabeth Lanham

It is possible that this son is the William Gunnell who died in 1848 in
Fairfax, leaving a wife, Elizabeth, and children: William H., James N.,
Horatio, John, Presley and Elisha (a girl).
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