


House Alley® caught our attention, Jacob Andrews, with Tavern licénse,
being tenant. These list the property as “H & L” (House & Lott). In
18108 the listing, still for “H & L” shows “vacant” (meaning: no tenant).
In 18117 “Martin Hagner’s Est.” is lightly crossed out and “Thos. White”
written above; the property is shown as “Lot” ONLY.

In 1794 a Martin Hagner is shown in the Presbyterian Meeting House
records as marrying, in “Feby,” Christiana Rich.® Combining these facts
makes it virtually certain that Rich is a variant of Rick. We have been
tangled before when tax records have listed a wife’s property in her hus-
band’s name!

Martin Hagner’s first appearance in the tax records is as a landless
tithable in 1800,° then owner occupant of an unidentified H & L in 1801.°
In 1802 he appears on Love Lane.** in 1804 on C. alley,’? in 1805 on
Gretter’s Alley.’® In 1806, still on Gretter’s Alley,'* Jacob Andrews, with
Tavern license first appears as tenant.® When Michael Gretter and his
friend Molly Burnett appeared in the 1787 tax records on Love Alley, we
speculated as to where this might be. The interchangeability of Court
House, Gretter’s and Love seems to clarify a small mystery.

Another mystery has a likely solution. While the funeral notice in the
Meeting House register for Julv 28, 1796 remains as obstinately H. Arell,
(aged 77) as ever,'® it is reasonable to assume that this is Mrs. Eleanor
Arell, whose “death in this town on Thursday morning last, aged, 77”
appeared in the Alexandria Gazette of July 20, 1796.17 Could someone
have known her as Helena, perhaps? While there seems to be no record
of Richard Arell’s funeral, ““The personal estate of Richard Arell, Deceased
“was advertised for sale in March 27, 1796.1%

A cycle of material never used in the “case for Arell’s Tavern” being a
bit tenuous and perhaps irrelevant then, is of interest. Mrs. Powell, credited
by gossips with starting the David Arell legend, speaks of Arell’s Indian
Queen Tavern. This would have been the first Indian Queen. The
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two frame houses. This does not preclude Martin Hagner (whose 1802
listing leaves the housing aspect uncertain) being a tenant on the same
premises. We have also met such overlapping entries elsewhere in tax
records. What we know of Alexander Perry does not clarify his place in
this picture. In William Rick, like the rest of the Ricks, Rix, and Richs,
we have another unknown. He might be the William Rix resident on
Andrew Wale’s property on Fairfax St.**

Of one thing we are certain. Arell’s is no more.
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